
Fisheries Management Diary August 2021.

Monday 2nd August.
Pete was out shopping today mainly for artificial grass for covering the platforms at Holtwood,
Wedgehill and Wainsford. The best deal on it at present is from Tesco since it is sold in 1m wide
rolls which is the ideal width for the platforms and reduces waste.

Tuesday 3rd August.
An early start for Pete and myself at Spinnaker where we walked round the whole lake and
planned the materials required for the re-building of the swims. Five hours later and after a quick
lunch it was onto Hucklesbrook to do the same there so that I could submit our final plan to the
committee for approval. This made it a long day of planning with no maintenance carried out but
without this work behind the scenes it would be impossible for any projects to be carried out, so
time well spent.

Wednesday 4th August.
Rivers Team. Adrian reported that today they hit a bit of a milestone which is worthy of note. 10
volunteers! They had 2 new guys, who are both keen to keep attending, so things are looking
good. He is confident that allowing for normal absences, such as holidays and family visits, they
should always have a decent turn out.
They went to the top woods at Sopley, a spot that has  not been worked on for 2 years. It was a
real jungle, but paths were restored and they opened up around 10 swims, a couple of real
crackers included. There are a couple of spots which could do with the winch and chainsaw
approach, so Adrain will see if David, the land owner, has anything planned for them. The car
park was cut too.

Sunday 8th August.
Pete had a quick trip out to Holtwood to drop off some of the artificial grass for the platforms and
also to put away a load of timber that I had managed to “collect” from work. Pete then went on
to Wedgehill to drop off the rest of the grass rolls.

Monday 9th August.
Pete and Simon were at Hucklesbrook today and in the morning the entrance track was given a
complete tidy up from gate to gate. In the afternoon Pete also strimmed around the wildlife
fence on the water park bank, he also strimmed the slope on the same bank.



Wednesday 11th August.
The rivers team today continued their work at Sopley, 7 helpers were in attendance and they
opened up some more swims on the millstream and cleared the path to them. The inlet channel
to the fry bay was also given a good clear out.

Saturday 13th August.
Myself, Pete, Steve W and Mike Z were at Spinnaker today with the aim of clearing the path
from the Snails Lane gate right down to the bottom of that bank.
As the photos show, by lunch time we had made a massive difference!

After lunch, myself and Pete cleared up the fallen tree and stacked the bits up to start a brash
hedge. We then went into one of the free Snails Lane swims and started on the cutting back of
branches to make casting easier and safer!

Wednesday 18th August.
The rivers team were at Sopley today with 6 helpers working at the top end of the Mill Stream to
open up some more swims and improve access.



Thursday 19th August.
Myself, Pete and Simon were at the lower end of the Lease today sorting out the broken access
bridge. We managed to prop up the middle section so it is now out of the water. The bridge is
usable but what we have done is a temporary fix and we now need to get an engineer in to look
at it and carry out a permanent fix.

Saturday 20th August.
Pete was out on his own today due to family commitments and his day started at Holtwood to
add the dye into the ponds, the weed is getting very bad again but it is due for cutting next
month.
It was then over to Hucklesbrook where the overflow car park was cleared and enlarged, this is
in case it is needed when the work starts next month on the swim building ! The new work on
the gate and fence was also checked and it is hoped that this will stop people “getting in”
without knowing the gate code and also from the water park.



Wednesday 25th August.
The rivers team led by Dave T today were at Sopley

Thursday 26th August.
Pete went to Hucklesbrook and spent all day with the strimmer going round the wildlife fence on
both sides to give it a very good tidy up.

Friday 27th August.
Myself, Pete, Steve W and Larry went to Wedgehill today to give it a very good tidy up in
readiness for a junior event. The whole complex was cut, strimmed, blown clean, raked and
pruned.


