
Fisheries Management Diary October 2021.

Friday 1st October.
Pete was out today collecting up all the tanks and pumps ready for the Holtwood netting next
Tuesday.

Saturday 2nd October.
Today Pete was hoping to go to Hucklesbrook to mark up the next section of work for the
contractor and also to mark up several trees that need to come down on the water park bank.
After 2 hours of working in the rain, which was getting even heavier, he rightly decided to go
home !

Wednesday 6th October.
The long-awaited Holtwood netting took place today with a full team of helpers and a
professional netting company. The results were slightly disappointing in terms of quantity, but
this was caused by the bottom of the ponds being far too silty, covered in dying weed, leaves
and twigs. We did manage to move some fish around so a start has been made on the
development of the fishery in terms of fish stock in each pond.

Saturday 9th October.
A very full day at Hucklesbrook today for myself, Pete and Steve W. Stuart and Michael also
had a full day on the chain saws and chipper. With the waterpark bank closed they managed to
cut down and remove several of the trees on the high bank that were going to be in the way of



the building of the new swims. After Pete had marked them up, the trees on each side of the
swims on that bank were trimmed to gain better access for casting.
In the morning whilst all of this was going on myself and Pete checked the progress of the swim
building in the closed off area, we then moved to the road bank and marked out the position and
number of baskets for each swim in readiness for the contractor to move shortly onto phase 2.
After lunch we went back to the first section and cut back as much of the overhanging trees as
we could on the new swims to aid casting. A very long day but without this sort of work going on
in the background we are keeping one step ahead of the contractor. Thanks to the 3 members
who commented on how good the work was looking and how they agreed on the need for the
development of the fishery.

Monday 11th October.
We have a new helper, Colin, who has kindly offered to do any work at Holtwood, today he
managed 7 hours in which time he re-cut down the steps to several of the swims on Bascombes
and he also cut around the life buoy on Shambles.
Pete and I are most grateful for any sort of help like this and would welcome any member to
come forward that would like to work on their “favorite” water.

Tuesday 12th October.
Today with a team of 5 helpers we met at Hucklesbrook with Arron and his students to carry out
a netting exercise to try and remove some of the bulk of Roach that are in the lake. After 3 good
sweeps of the net Arron was able to take away for re-sale around 150 to 200lb of small Roach
and Perch. During the netting we were most encouraged to see loads of 1lb plus Roach with
some going over 2lbs ! Around 15 Tench were also netted and they spanned several different
year classes which again was pleasing to see.

Wednesday 13th October.
Today the rivers team had a special trip out over to Tincleton led by Adrain with 5 others, the
aim was to carry out some work as agreed with the land owner and the follow up to this being
Steve W, with help, keeping it up together. On this first trip the entrance fence was tubed to



make access easier and several swims were opened up, one of which had a large tree blocking
it which has now been cut out, stacked up and awaiting disposal.

Saturday 16th October.
Today myself, Pete and Russell went to Hucklesbrook to carry out some tree work. The first task
was removing the tree to the right of the day swim which has now opened this up as the photo
below shows.

After this we walked around the lake to check on the contractors progress and ended up at the
far corner where 3 ash trees suffering from die back were removed and stacked up ready for
chipping.

Monday 18th October.
Pete met with the contractor today for an update of progress and to discuss a few alterations.

Tuesday 19th October.
Pete was back at Hucklesbrook with Martin L and they did lots of tree work on the road bank to
open up the swims before Kevin started on the building of them.

Wednesday 20th October.
I was starting to think that Pete had set up base camp at Hucklesbrook since he was back again
but this time on his own. Today he spent the morning with the strimmer going round the wildlife
fence.
Saturday 23rd October.
Hucklesbrook again ! But this time with a team of 4 myself, Pete, Martin L and Simon B. The first
task was to clear the excess gravel off the new swim tops on the first four swims down from the
point. The area was also blown off to remove all the fallen leaves, some overhangs to add
casting were removed and then with a grand opening the barrier was moved further down the
bank. So four new swims are now in use, the bank area of soil was roped off to keep members
off it since it needs time to settle and firm up. Russell, Nigel R and Bob M paid us a visit to
check we were working hard enough!
After this we cleared the cut brash off the high bank in this area and finally myself and Pete
walked the road bank to see what tree work was required.
On the way home a quick detour to Ibsley was required to add some more boards on the inflow
to hold back the lake water now that the high river has topped the ponds up.



Monday 25th October.
Pete went to Hucklesbrook today, firstly to meet with Kevin and discuss the progress on the
construction work. After this he continued with the strimming around the fence line.

Tuesday 26th October.
Pete was back at Hucklesbrook today where he opened up some more swim fronts by cutting
back the trees to either side.

Wednesday 27th October.
Pete had a busy morning today, starting at Holtwood to meet a neighbour because one of our
Oak trees had fallen into her field! Then some timber was collected from the container and
taken over to Hucklesbrook for us to start the construction of two disabled platforms. Following
this it was back to opening up the swim fronts.
Wednesday 27th October.
The rivers team were also out today at upper Winkton with a team of 5 led as usual by Adrain.
Two of them went down to the “mud swim” and cut back the rushes, whilst the rest were on the
backwater clearing a “blockage”. A couple of willows had come down in the strong winds and
this was reported to the estate. Also there have been some reports of good Barbel, Dace and
Roach being caught.

Thursday 28th October.
Pete was yet again at Hucklesbrook where he continued with the large task of cutting back and
opening up to either side of the swims to make casting and landing fish easier and safer. The
main one today was the disabled swim on the road bank.



Friday 29th October.
Pete was back to Hucklesbrook where he spent the day continuing to open up as many swims
as possible. He also opened up the next block of swims that have been completed apart from
rolling the track.

Saturday 30th October.
Myself, Pete and Simon B went to Hucklesbrook to start to burn all the brash that Pete keeps
cutting down !  Despite the poor weather Pete managed to get a good fire going and most of the
cuttings were burnt from the road bank. We left Simon to it for a while so we could meet with
Kevin and discuss the next week of work. After this we marked up all the swims on the road
bank in preparation for him.


