
Fisheries Management Diary January 2022.

Monday 3rd January.
Pete went to Holtwood today to continue with its winter tidy up, he spent time strimming round
the wildlife fence.

Tuesday 4th January.
Myself and Pete went back to Holtwood today, Pete completed going round the fence line whilst
I cleaned off the platforms on Shambles. After this we cut back the vegetation around
Bascombe's pond.

Wednesday 5th January.
Pete had to go over to Ibsley to take delivery of some metal walkways.
Rivers Team. Six members of the rivers work team, led by Adrian, went to look at the state of
Little Canford with the aim of accessing what sort of work needs to be done at the venue to
make it more accessible for members. The first job was to remove the rope swing at the bottom
end and hope the kids don’t put up another! They then worked their way up to the top boundary
clearing snags and branches as well as tubing the barbed wire adjacent to the swims.
In total 10 swims were noted down as good winter and summer areas to fish from the bank and
by wading.

Saturday 8th January.
Today's work party was canceled due to the bad weather.

Tuesday 11th January.
Pete and myself went to Hucklesbrook today to start the building of the deck on the disabled
platform on the road bank. We were using plastic composite boards so the first few were a bit of
a learning curve but we soon got the hang of it and by the end of the day it was all but finished.
The foul weather did not help matters either!
We also had a problem with the electric gate which refused to open so we had to dismantle it
and go back to “manual control”. A phone call to our “in house” expert Steve J and he managed
to call in on his way back from work and get it working! The whole gate has dropped rather and
some of the fittings are in need of fixing which Steve has offered to do this weekend.

Wednesday 12th January.
Rivers; The team had a record turnout today of 10 people! The venue for this record was New
Road where the car park was tidied up, the broken fence was temporarily repaired, some path
clearing and a couple of swims were also worked on. A subgroup of the work party went over to
the Dudsbury bank where 10 possible swims were identified for a revisit to open them up.

Thursday 13th January.
Tincleton; Steve W led his group of helpers again at Tincleton with a new helper, Andrew
coming out for the first time. The main task was clearing the debris from the large fallen tree
near the lower boundary. The tree had been removed by Charles and the landowner on the



opposite bank, but there was a lot of debris on the bank and some in the river.  We managed to
remove most of the snags from the river, reduce the larger debris and tidy everything up ready
to burn once it has dried out. We also put up the boundary signs on the main river and worked
out where the boundaries on the side stream were ready to put up the signs on our next visit.

Also today Pete sneaked out to Hucklesbrook without telling me and finished the first of the two
new disabled platforms. On his way home he called in at Wedgehill to drop off some materials
into the lockup and to check round the ponds for any future work.

Saturday 15th January.
The work party today was back at Hucklesbrook, Simon and Steve W went round the car park
and the track clearing all the leaves and fallen branches with rakes and the blowers. Whilst they
were doing this myself and Pete made a start on the second disabled platform. This needed
some extra timber cross members adding and also some more posts to secure the frame to the
ground. Just before lunch Steve J turned up as promised and we went and carried out the
required repair on the electric gate. This has now been raised up and does not catch on the
ground anymore. After lunch Nigel R, our head bailiff turned up to do his rounds and he then
stayed and helped myself, Pete and Steve J with the fixing down of the composite boards on the
platform. At the end of the day about two thirds of the boards were down and we also put up a
new sign on the road bank disabled swim stating that this too was now a day only swim.

Monday 17th January.
Pete went over to Holtwood today to continue with the various little tasks to complete its winter
tidy up.
Also today Steve W went back to Tincleton and put up the rest of the boundary signs so now
members can have no excuse !

Tuesday 18th January.
Myself and Pete went back to Hucklesbrook today to complete the building of the second
disabled priority swim. As usual this took longer than we thought since things are never as
straightforward as you think. By the end of the day it was all done and opened up for fishing.



Wednesday 19th January.
Rivers; Adrian led a team of 8 today at Sopley tidied up the weirpool, removed a snag from the
upper millstream, cleared the path through the lower wood and finally had a bonfire !

Thursday 21st January.
Pete went over to Hucklesbrook to blow off the leaves again from the car park and around the
new track. After this he made a start at checking and re-sighting the life rings.

Friday 22nd January.
Just Pete again today to complete the life rings at Hucklesbrook and to clear up the leftover
materials from the platform building and take them to Ibsley.

Saturday 23rd January.
Myself, Pete, Simon B and Steve W were at Wedgehill today where we all spent the morning
clearing the tons of leaves that had built up again on the entrance track, the main car park, the
backtrack and the top car park. I also went round the bottom pond to clear off the path and the
disabled platforms. After this myself and Pete continued with the checking and repairing of the
platforms on the middle pond. We had 5 left to do and 4 of them were minor repairs but typically
the last one was more of a rebuild due to a rotten subframe. They were all completed by the
time we left.

Monday 24th January.
Pete was out and about today collecting and sorting materials and equipment at Wedgehill and
Holtwood.

Tuesday 25th January.
Myself and Pete were at Hucklesbrook today to firstly measure up for some post and rail for the
new disabled swims. We also took advantage of not many fishing to go out in the boat and
retrieve the spombs, weights and yards of line attached to the trees around the island and in the



sanctuary. It always amazes me just how anglers can get a weight so high up ! In total we
removed 4 spombs, 16 weights and around 100m of line.

Wednesday 26th January.
Rivers; Dave T led the rivers team today with 6 other helpers at New Road where they opened
up a really nice looking new swim.

Saturday 29th January.
The work party was again at Hucklesbrook today with 5 of us in total, Steve W, Steve P and
Simon “the bramble” joined by myself and Pete. The main aim was to get the brash cleared and
burnt from the back track which we had done by lunchtime. After lunch myself and Pete had a
look at a possible way of building the fish return areas by the side of the new swims.

Monday 31st January.
Pete was out and about today ordering and collecting materials and then dropping them off at
the required fisheries.


